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Tuesday, the 13th August, 1968

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C,
-Diver) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (9): ON NOTICE
HEALTH

Mental Retardation among School
Children and Adults

1. The Hon. R. V. CLAUGHTON asked
the Minister for Health:,
(l) (a) What is the normal incidence

of mental retardation as a
percentage of the State's
population; and

Cb) 'what is the estimated num-
ber?

(2) Of these, what is the estimated
number-
(a) within the compulsory school

age group;
(b) in the remainder of the popu-

lation above school agi?
(3) flow many school age children

classified as mentally retarded
are-
(a) in normal school classes;
(b) receiving instruction-

(i in special classes in nor-
mal schools;

0Di in schools for slow-learn-
Ing children;

(Ce) held in Government institu-
tions or Government approved
Institutions apart from chil-
dren referred to in (3) (a)
and (3) (b) (i) and (ii)?

(4) Of persons classified as mentally
retarded and above school leaving
age, how many are receiving-
(a) occupational training that

will fit them for employment
outside institutions;,

(b) training, or are employed In
sheltered workshops run by
the Government or charitable
organisations?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON replied:
If I pref ace this answer with a
very brief comment, it might make
the statistics and answers a little
more intelligible. It must be
realised that in regard to the
groups about whom Mr. Claughton
has asked, there is no hard and
fast definition. It can vary from
country to country and, indeed,
from State to State. in which
group the child is placed depends
on the level of his I.Q. Therefore

variations will occur, based on this
particular aspect. The answer is
as follows-
(1) (a) Group I - Moderate,

severe, and profound
mental retardates (that is,
those who are not usually
regarded as suitable for
formal education even at
a slow rate) comprise ap-
proximately j per cent. of
the population. (Figures.
derived from U.S.A.)
Group fl-Borderline and
mild retardates (that is,
those who are usually
regarded as suitable for
formal education) com-
prise up to 21 per cent.
of the population.

(b) Approximately 3,500-4,000
in group I. The number in
group) 1 is not known to
Mental Health Services.

(2) (a) Compulsory school age
6-15 years. The estima 'ted
number in group I is ap-
proximately 1,000. The
figure for group U3 is not
known.

it) Group I approximately
1,200.
Group II not known.

(3) I am advised by the Minister
for Education that-
Ca) There would be very few

such children, but the
actual number is not
known.

(b) Ci) 1,740.
Cii) 532.

(c) Claremont Hospital 83.
Pyrton Training Centre
32.

(4) (a) 27.
(b) 266.

BURNING ACCIDENTS TO CHILDREN
Details of Incidents

2. The Hon. R. H. (7. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Health:
(1) Are records kept by the, Medical

Department, or any other depart-
ment, that would indicate the
numbcr and cauiscs of burning ac-
cidents happening to children
under the following categories:-
(a) fatal;
(b) serious; and
(c) not serious?

(2) If so, would the Minister provide
the House with the information
for each of the years ended the
30th June, 1966, 1967, and 1968?
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The Hon, 0. C. MacKINNON replied:
(1) and (2) No, but deaths of
childen under 14 years in Western
Australia from burns were-

1966-2.
1907-3.

STAMP ACT AND ROAD
MAINTENANCE TAX

Repeal or Easing
3. The Hon. H1. C. 97TRICKLAND asked

the Minister fo: M'ine.:
Because the mcasures continue to
cause steep rises in the costs of
foodstuffs and all commodities in
remote areas, will the Premier
give consideration to the repeal
or easing of the imposts resulting
from-
(a) Stamp Act Nc. 67 of 1966,

which imposes a tax on all
sales of goods and commodi-
ties, and also on wiages of
most employees; and

(b) Road Maintenance (Contri-
bution) Act No. 69 of 1965,
which increased road haul-
age charges on all goods and
produce carried to and from
those areas?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
No. See item 10 of the Minutes of
the Proceedings of the Legislative
Council, Tuesday, the 1st August,
1967.

LAND IN HAMERSLEY AREA

Release

4. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON asked
the Minister for Local Government:

What progress has been made to-
wards the release of land in the
Hamersley area as referred to in
paragraph 7.14 of the McCarrey
report?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
As stated in paragraph 7.13 of the
McCarrey report, to which I un-
derst-and the honourable member
refers, the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority had already
announced, in December, 1967. its
decision to rezone 7,100 acres in
Hameraley and adjacent areas.
This total included 2,100 acres in
various locations in the Shire of
Perth. Statutory action, by notice
in the Government Gazette, for
the rezoning of the 5,000 acres of
Hamersley land was taken on the
16th February last. Through de-
cisions taken on the 24th April,
the 25th June, and the 6th August,
the Town Planning Board has
approved subdivisions in this area
which will provide for 779 build-
ing lots,

MILK
Licenses: Qualifications and Restrictions
5. The Hon. N. McNEfL.L asked the

Minister for Mines:
(1) What qualifications are required

by shops in order to be granted
a license by the Milk Board to
sell bottled Pasteurised milk?

(2) Is any restriction placed on the
number of such licenses which
may be granted in any particular
locality or town?

(3) If so, what applications for
licenses have been refused by the
board during the years 1965-66,
1966-67, 1967-68, and for what
reasons?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Adequate refrigerated storage

facilities for milk.
(2) Not as a general policy.
(3) 1965-66-nil.

1966-67-1i.
1967 -68-1.
Further applications for licenses
have been made in respect of both
the shops previously refused and
these applications are being con-
sidered.

LAND AT MANDOGALUP
Area and Purpose of Survey

6. The Hon. F. R,. H. LAVERY asked
the Minister for Mines:

With reference to a block of land
which has recently been surveyed
on the western side of Laughlan
Road, between Thomas Road and
Hope Valley Road, Mandogalup-
(a) what is the area of the block:
(b) for what purpose was the

Survey Made;,
(c) (I) is the area for the instal-

lation of works for a
sewerage scheme;

(ii) If so, from what area or
district will the plant re-
ceive the effluent or
sludge; and

(Iil) When will the plant com-
mence to operate;

(d) when is it proposed to com-
mence to develop the area?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(a) Approximately 90 acres.
(b) Establishment of boundaries

and obtaining levels.
(c) (i) Yes.

(ii) Kwinana new town.
Oiii During the current finan-

cial year.
(d) During the current financial

year.
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DAMMING OF GASCOYNE RIVER
Use of Iran Ore Royalties

7. The Hon. 0. E. D. BRAND asked the
Minister for Mines:

Is there any reason why some of
the money from royalties derived
from the mining of iron Ore in
the north-west, should not be
used to finance the damming of
the Gascoyne River?

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH replied:
Revenues derived from royalties
are required by section 64 of the
Constitution Act to be paid into
the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

UNIVERSITY OF WVESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Income, and Administrative Costs

8. The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Mines:

With reference to the University
of Western Australia-
(a) what is the income derived

annually from students' fees;

(b) what are the separate
amounts-
(I) the State Government;

and
(ii) the Federal Government;
contribute to the adminis-
tration of the University;

(c) MI are these contributions by
both Governments fixed
annually; or

(ii) are they fixed on a trien-
nial basis;

(d) if it is on a triennial basis, is
the present date at the be-
ginning, the middle, or ap-
proaching the end of that
period;

(e) when will a new triennial
period commence;

(1) with reference to administra-
tive costs-
(i) what are the professorial

salaries;
(ii) what are the lecturers'

salaries;
(iii) what are the readers'

salaries;
Qiv) what other administrative

costs are incurred; and
(g) what is the overall cost to

maintain a student at the
University?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(a) Estimate for 1968 is $1,398,000.
(b) (i) $3.537,000.

(U1) $2,668,000.

(c) On a triennial basis.
(d) The middle.
Ce) The 1st January, 1970.
(f) Ci) $12,000.

(ii) Lecturer-$ 5,40 0-$7,300.
Senior Lecturer-$7,500-$8,750.

(iii) $9,900. $
(iv) Teaching ... ... 5,370,000

Research .... -... 294,000
Administration and

general overhead 788,000
Libraries ._. ... 459,000
Buildings, premises,

and rounds .... 715,000
Miscellaneous .. 389,000

$8,015,000

(g) $1,434.42.

SULPHUR
imports and Cost

9. The H-on. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) How much sulphur was imported

into Australia and Western Auls-
tralia during the years ended the
30th June, 1967, and the 30th
June, 1968, from-
Ca) Canada;
(b) United States of America;
(c) Mexico; and
(d) other sources?

(2) What was the cost in Australian
currency per ton?

(3) Was there a cost increase over
previous years?

(4) If so, what was the reason?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFIT replied:
(1) Imports of brimstone into Aus-

tralia and Western Australia:
Amstralia Western Australia

Country 1001-67 1967-08 1966-67 1967--68
tons tons tons tons

Canada .. I 13,356 296,814 60%018 55,970
Mexico .. 120,003 133,390 47,US4 33,960
U.S.A. ... 186,4619 138,911 18,095 60,225
Othier 32 8,080 . 8,019

Total ......... 498,860 577,165 125,797 183,174

(2) F.O.B. Cost at port of shipment:
Australia Wvestern Australia

Country 1056-67 1967-03 196C-67 1967-68
S/Ion S/ton $/ton S/tout

Canada . .- 3 30. 7 38.2 38.1
Mexico 23.4 38.8 29.6 33.5
U.S.A. .. 29.5 35.7 33.4 35.0
Other 54.3 ... 3.6

Averaae for
totaf tonnage 20.7 37.2 34.2 38.0

(3) Yes.
(4) Increased world demand in ex-

cess of existing supply.
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ADDRESS-iN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 7th August,
on the following motion by The H-on. F.
R. White:-

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency:-

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Parliament
of Western Australia, in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express
our loyalty to our Most
Gracious Sovereign and to thank
Your Excellency for the Speech
you have been pleased to deliver
to Parliament.

THE BON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West)
[4.49 p.m.): I would first like to extend
my compliments to you, Sir, on Your re-
election to the high and honourable office
of President of this Chamber; and in do-
ing so I express the hope that throughout
your present term in that Chair you con-
tinue to enjoy good health. I am sure,
Sir, you will be able to occupy the Chair
with impartiality as you have done in the
past. I -would also like to extend my com-
pliments to the new members and, in
company with other members, to extend
a welcome to them in this House.

I am sure it has been noted that each
new member who has delivered his maiden
speech has given the House some benefit
of his great experience in his own chosen
field. In my opinion, their contributions by
way of speeches were notable for this fact;
namely, that they spoke from their ex-
periences. For these reasons I am sure
their remarks will be of that much greater
value, both now and in the future. I am
sure it is an indication that, in the future,
the experiences of the new members will
be brought to bear on legislation and will
benefit ultimate decisions made in the
Chamber.

I wish to make reference to some oif the
comments which were made in the
speeches. Having extended compliments
generally, I would like now to extend them
particularly to Mr. Medcalf for his paper
-I believe that is what it was-on the
subject of law reform. Dr. Hislop mentioned
that Mr. Medesif's remarks might well be
a statement for many years to come. I
would agree, because I think it was a most
objective statement on law reform and one
which, of course, was gained from many
years of great experience in the field of
law.

I do not wish to cover any of the ground
traversed by Mr. Medcalf; indeed, I am in
no position to do so. However, he raised
some points which have caused me some
little concern and, more particularly, have
come to my special notice during the past
few months; I refer to the application of

some of the laws which have been made
and which we now see in operation. Penal-
ties are prescribed when laws are contra-
vened or when offences against the law
take place. Those penalties are laid down
and are awarded by the appropriate
courts. In some cases, of course, penalties
take the form of fines. So it is provided
in some cases that, in the event of not
being paid, the fines carry with them the
penalty of a certain number of days im-
prisonment in default.

When it is all boiled down, I wonder
how one really distinguishes between dif-
ferent types of offences? If one commits
an offence and the court imposes certain
penalties, very often the person involved
goes to gaol. A person may go to gaol
as the result of committing a criminal act
as defined in the Criminal Code, or he may
go to gaol as the result of committing
offences against-for argument's sake-
the laws and Acts which are administered
by statutory authorities. If one is in gaol,
then one is in gaol regardless of whether
it is a criminal offence, a traffic offence,
or whether the offender has flagrantly
broken certain regulations or laws laid
down and administered by such bodies as
statutory authorities. I wonder whether
it is really intended this should be the
case?.

We have the situation where it has been
found necessary to increase penalties in
the form of fines. This is necessary, shall
we say, In order to keep up with the cost
of living and to maintain a standard for
certain charges. I note, Mr. President,
the Minister is shaking his head, but I am
sure he apreciates the manner in which
I offered that Trmark. Through sending
persons to gaol for being in default of the
payment of fines, I wonder whether it is
the wish of the law that these people
should, in some way or other, be consid-
ered as criminals? I do not think it is, but
the fact remains that if one is convicted
and sent to gaol for off ences of this nature,
it amounts almost to the same thing. I
know I would view it exactly the same if I
were sent to gaol for having committed one
offence as against a different type of
offence.

I would like to think there could be
some examination of this matter, particu-
larly in respect of laws where little or no
discretion is available to deal with personal
cases and circumstances. In particular I
think of laws which are administered by
statutory authorities. As I have said pre-
viously in the House, I do not have a great
adherence to the principle of boards, as
such. I recognise their value; I recognise
they can serve a most useful purpose; and
I further recognise that in most, if not
all instances, the authorities have arisen
as a result of requests from Parties of the
industries concerned and, in many cases,
penalties are suggested or recommended
by the parties or industries concerned.
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However, In dealing with these matters.
all too frequently it is my observation that
an attitude is adopted by the authorities
that they are administering an industry.
My greatest opposition to the operation
of so many of the authorities is that it
appears to me they cannot and frequently
do not operate on a personal basis. I have
beard the view expressed by at least two
such boards that they are concerned with
an industry and that they cannot con-
cern themselves greatly with the indivi-
dual, or provide for individual circum-
stance. On the subject of making law-and
in its interpretation-I am sure that we, in
this Place, are concerned with people,
with personal circumstances, and indivi-
dual circumstances.

In submitting these thoughts, I would like
to think it could stimulate some thinking
along these lines: namely, is there a need
to re-examine the penalties that might be
prescribed and the provision of Penalties
which include people being detained in
gaol when some other form of penalty
might be far more appropriate and occa-
sion less personal feeling and less personal
antagonism? At the same time it would
ensure, perhaps, a little more goodwill to-
wards those who administer laws and a
little more goodwill towards the industry
of which People, in many cases, would
wish to be a Part.

The Hon. A. IF. Griffith: of course, Par-
liament increases penalties in the hope it
will be a deterrent to those who might
commit an offence.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: I acknow-
ledge and accept the Minister's
explanation. I say, too, that I have
been a party to the same types Of
decisions and deliberations. I do not
necessarily dispute the fact that the
ultimate purpose in providing a penalty is
to discourage people from committing
offences. By the same token, in the opera-
tion of some of the statutory awards there
is an opportunity, in some cases, for cer-
tain persons to go outside the adminis-
tration of a board; indeed there is a real
desire on the part of certain persons to go
outside the board in order to carry on their
part of the industry. Would this mean,
perhaps, that the boards are not really
coping with an existing situation, and that
they do not really have things completely
under their control? By going outside the
activities of the board, does it mean that
people are taking part in what is, to them,
a profitable undertaking?

if an undertaking outside the board is
so profitable as to justify people risking
breaking the law and the possible imposi-
tion of very severe penalties, does this
likewise mean that the market which is
available to them is so big as to be of some
significance and that some stepis might not
be taken within the whole ambit of the
board? I would like to think that these
penalties are imposed not only as a deter-
rent but also in the hope that they will act

as a spur to the boards administering the
industry to effect more efficient adminis-
tration.

I now pass to some comments made by
Mr. Dolan during his speech on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply when he referred to the
statements made in the daily Press by
Professor Reid, a professor of politics at
the University of Western Australia. I
would not attempt to dispute Mr. Dolan's
remarks, because obviously they were based
on his opinions and beliefs. What I want
to draw attention to-and I am sure Mr.
Dolan has seen a reference to it as well-
is that very shortly after Mr. Dolan made
his speech Professor Reid, in a letter
written to the Press, took exception to
the reporting that had been made of his
speech which he delivered at the confer-
ence of the Parents and Citizens' Associa-
tions.

One of the statements quoted by Mr.
Dolan in this Homse was the one Pro-
fessor Reid denied making. I think his
letter was to the effect that the Press had
misinterpreted some portion in the context
of his speech. In regard to this, what I
particularly want to draw attention to is
that criticism, based upon favouritism be-
ing shown in one educational system as
against another, can be so easily made.
If this were true, and it could be sub-
stantiated by real facts, it would be most
tragic. After all is said and done we must
remember that there was a time when
Commonwealth scholarships were not
awarded. When those scholarships were
introduced the idea was received with great
enthusiasm by people interested in, and
concerned with, education in Australia.
After that system being in operation for
some Years it is now noted that a Profes-
sor of politics has made certain statements
concerning it which are purported to cast
some reflection on the system by suggest-.
ing that favouritism is shown.

Perhaps it would have been more ap-
propriate if such criticism or comment
had emanated from the Department of
Education or from the Dean of the Faculty
of Education rather than from a profes-
sor of politics. However, the professor,
having drawn attention to certain difflicul-
ties in our educational system, brings to
notice another aspect of education on
which members have, at some time in their
experience, received a great deal of cor-
respondence and much representation:
namely, the controversies surrounding
what have been referred to in the past
as independent schools but which we often
refer to as church schools. In making
reference to the remarks by Professor
Reid it is found that the independent
schools are referred to as denominational
colleges, or Private schools as distinct from
Catholic schools.

Observations were made in this House
last week to the effect that figures can be
made to Prove almost anything, and in
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this House there are some persons who
are extremely capable in that respect. I
had hoped that before today I would have
had a letter from a Commonwealth Min-
ister on this question, because I think it
is important. Unfortunately 'the letter is
not yet to hand, and therefore I cannot
Pass on the information. However, if
these examinations are prepared, pre-
sumably under Commonwealth supervision
and on an academic basis, and if there
are differences in the results obtained by
children educated in the various schools--
whether they be Government schools or
independent schools--is it strictly correct
to say-as Professor Reid has said-this
is due to environmental factors? In other
words, in this type of examination certain
children may be favoured because of en-
vironmnental factors. I pose this question:
If there is greater ability among certain
students who pass examinations-and
whilst one may recognise that environ-
mental factors may have some bearing-
can it also be that these children have
some inherited characteristic which gives
them greater ability to pass those examina-
tions?

The Private schools are composed-not
fully, of course-of professional or acade-
mical groups, and they may indicate a
greater inherited ability to pass examina-
tions. quite apart from the environ-
mental influence. I do not believe
Professor Reid had in mind the intention
to be critical to the extent that he was
pointing 'to some political expedient in
regard to this question. This is the im-
pression I gained from my reading of his
statements in the Press. In other words,
I do not think he was implying that there
was some political reason. Nevertheless
such an intention can be easily inferred,
and it is the inferences that concern me,
because I consider they can do great dis-
service to our educational system, and in
particular to the Commonwealth secondary
scholarship system which has been, and
still Is, of great benefit to children taking
a higher education. This is borne out by
the fact that such children are increasing
in number each year.

I will now refer to some of the agri-
cultural or farming industries which are
of great concern to me and the people of
my province. I am certain that members
-particularly those representing rural
areas-will know that since this Parlia-
ment met last year many significant
events have taken place in the agricultural
world, Not the least of these has been the
deep realisation of the difficulties being
faced by certain agricultural industries in
Australia because of the rising cost of
production. Great concern is also being
shown among woolgrowers as a result of
the prices which are currently being
obtained for their product, and in this
toeld 'it is often said that this could be off-
set to a great extent if the cost of pro-
duction were lowered.

The Commonwealth Tariff Board has
recently been examining in great detail
some of the avenues through which this
could be achieved, and it is generally
acknowledged that the application of the
Tariff Board's policies could have a great
effect on the cost of production in agricul-
tural industries. Those engaged in such
industries cannot correct or control this:
they can simply bear the effect of the
rising cost of production.

It is often said, and statements on the
same subject frequently appear in the
Press, that members of Parliament
generally are not doing sufficient to
correct this rise in the cost of produc-
ing agricultural products. I cannot make
any apologies for this, because I do
not have an answer to the problem. In
fact, I often wonder who has. What does
one do to reduce the cost of production in
agricultural industries, or even to check
the rising prices? I can recall, about 1960
or 1961, some stringent measures being
taken to try to correct the rising cost of
production not only in agricultural indus-
tries. but also in all other industries. At
that time this was commonly referred to
as the credit squeeze; a ,credit squeeze
which was followed by the election after-
math of the Government being almost
defeated.

In those years real and positive steps
were taken to try to stop the increasing
cost of production or -to tone down the
spiralling costs. What else does one do?
Salaries and wages represent a large per-
centage of the cost of production and it is
generally said that whilst the cost of pro-
duction is on the increase, and whilst
wage and salary earners are receiving
more and more, this according to simple
economics, is increasing the flow of
money and at the same time doing a
great deal to maintain prosperity or afflu-
ence among our population.

I am led to believe that we cannot have-
a reduction in the cost of production to-
gether with increasing affluence among
members of our community. Wages and
salaries cannot increase whilst at the same
time the cost of production is being de-
creased, because wages and salaries form
such a large part of the cost of produc-
tion. In this Period of affluence and ris-
ing costs a large number of those engaged
in agricultural industries are suffering
from reduced incomes or a reduced income
level. But what can be done to correct
the situation?

I now raise a question which was forc-
ibly brought home to those members rep-
resenting south-west provinces at a large
meeting held at Busselton some time ago
to discuss the problems affecting the dairy-
ing industry. It was one of the largest
meetings of dairy farmers in Western
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Australia for miany years. This confer-
ence had been called because of the con-
cern of dairy farmers for their future.
Some people have said that the main
Problem among dairy farmers is .the

future of butter as a staple product of
Western Australia's dairying industry, but
in ray opinion their concern is general
among all those engaged in agricultural
pursuits, because in so many instances
their income is on the decline.

I again ask the question: What is the
future for the people in the dairying in-
dustry? We are faced with the situation
that for many years those engaged in the
dairying industry have been in receipt of
a Commonwealth subsidy. At the present
time $27,000,000 is being paid out in
subsidy. What else can one do to assist
the industry? I maintain that this is not
a Producer subsidy, because it was never
intended as such. It was intended to be a
consumer subsidy to keep down the price
of butter. There are several forms of sub-
sidy operating in Australia.

The Hon. J, Dolan: Who receives the
subsidy?

The Ron. N. McNEILL: It is paid to the
dairy producer, but only to offset his in-ability to recoup his cost of production
in marketing his product. In other words
he is not in a position to obtain on the
market a price for his product that would
return to him his cost of production and
a Profit for his labours. In any case, these
days one may very well claim that butter
is a luxury food. The Dairy Products
Marketing Board gives a news and infor-
mation service and in its pamphlet issue
of the. 6th April, 1963, 1 notice with in-
terest it reported that the Minister for
Primary Industry (Mr. Anthony) bad
pointed out that whilst the Australian
dairying industry, according to world
standards, was- generally an efficient one,'far too frequently it is described as inef-
ficient. However, I will always continue,
An the main, to dispute the latter conten-
tion.

By modern standards it is a relatively
efficient industry, but it is faced with
intolerable marketing problems. How in-
tolerable these marketing problems are
can be seen in this paper which I have.
At the end of last December there were
approximately 216,000 tons of butter in
stock in the Common Market countries. I
heard a figure mentioned two or three days
ago-this may not be a completely reliable
figure-that indicated the stocks held for
Common Market countries are increasing
at the rate of some 40,000 tons per year.

Under these circumstances I wonder
what the future prospect is for the Aus-
tralian producer of butter. I cannot help
referring back to the conference or meet-
ing of dairy farmers when the wish was
expressed that Governments should take
some special steps to prpvjde an incentive

for the dairying industry-, and certainly
to undertake some form of rehabilitation.
What I query in particular is the apparent
desire on the part of some to encourage
dairy farmers to return to the industry
and so increase butter production. I
wonder if there is any common meeting
ground on this particular aspect.

It is certainly true that in Western Aus-
tralia we are not producing all the butter
we can consume and it is necessary to
import certain quantities from the Eastern
States. This is a matter for some regret
as I Would like to think that we in Western
Australia were in a position to produce our
own butter requirements so that it would
not be necessary to pay some $3,000,000
per year to the Eastern States for the im-
portation of this product. However, if the
Eastern States did not sell butter to us,
they would surely sell it to some country
overseas and further embarrass the butter
situation.

We in Western Australia Produce some
4 per cent, of the total Australian produc-
tion. I am not one who would suggest that
steps be taken to force anyone out of the
dairying industry. I1 think this would be a
most objectionable public act. B3y the same
token, if there are avenues open to present
farmers whereby they may enjoy a better
income and standard of living by embark-
ing in More enterprising agricultural pro-
duction, encouragement should be given to
enable them to do so.

During my experience of over 20 years,
frequent references have been made to
rationalising the dairying industry. The
milk section of the industry is prosperous,
while another section is not altogether
prosperous, and suggestions have been
made that these two sections be rational-
ised in view of the declining market situa-
tion, particularly as it applies to butter. I
would like to think 6 more appropriate
way of describing the situation would be
to liberalise the present milk section and
not rationalise the butter section.

Since in these days the milk section is
an expanding one, and the butter section
is a declining one, I would hope that in
the not too distant. future the dlairying
industry in this country will be concerned
principally with milk, and all other pro-
ducts, butter included, will be sideline
production in Western Australia. I would
like to think the activities of the agricul-
tural communities were directed alolng
these lines.

In this fashion I think far greater op-
portunities would be given for an improve-
ment in the prosperity of that particular
section of our agricultural industry. At
the same time the industry would not be-
come involved in the extremely complex
problems of marketing dairy Products.
These worries are not decreased in any
form by the rise of the Common Market
countries in Europe; and they are cer-
tainly not decreased by an expansion of
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the special subsidies which have been
pad in enormous and almost astronomical
amounts to certain sections of the agri-
cultural industries overseas.

How can we really cope with a situation
arising out of a unity or bond between so
many countries in Europe and markets
which are supported by some hundreds
and hundreds of millions of dollars. figures
which are tar in excess of Western Aus-
tralia's entire Budget? How can we cope
with a situation like that? I do not be-
lieve we can.

There is a desire on the part of certain
sections of the dairying industry to ration-
alise and set up an authority for the pur-
Pose of integrating all sections of the in-
dustry. if this were done, it could result
in some advantages, but I would like to
see the advantages come from liberalisa-
tion, rather than from rationalisation.
Somne sections of the dairying industry and
the whole-milk industry are subject to
problems which are circumscribed too
much, while on the other hand there are
other sections which are enjoying some
degree of freedom in regard to individual
enterprise, and it is difficult to marry the
two into one system.

If we are going to rationalise, socialise,
or nationalise the industry, we must go
the whole way-it is not possible to stop
half way. On the other hand, if we wish
to liberalise an industry, then we must be
prepared to really liberalise it. I do not
think it is possible to achieve the advan-
tages of a liberalised industry while main-
taining strict control over certain aspects
of the operations of farmers engaged in
that industry.

Since the early days of the industry, and
particularly with a subsidy of $27,000,000
in operation, there has been a necessity for
the maintenance of strict Government sur-
veillance over the entire industry; and a
strict control is also exercised by the
statutory authorities set up by the appro-
priate Governments.

I do not think it is necessary-and I say
this in some critical fashion-to increase
the subsidy. On the other hand, it is neces-
sary to see that too much distress does not
develop and that returns are sufficient to
enable dairy farmers to make a satisfac-
tory living. So I make this observation: I
am not by any means a believer in the
provision of subsidies: and I make the
statement that I am not certain or con-
vinced that the Provision of a subsidy to
the dairying industry has ever really been
of the utmost and greatest value to the
recipients. While I think the subsidy has
served a purpose in keeping down certain
prices on the consumer market, I am not
sure that it has really been of great bene-
fit to the dairying industry as a whole.

It is of some regret to me, and, it is
rather tragic, that some of the recommen-
dations of the Dairy Industry Committee

of Inquiry report of 1950 were not inple-
mented. After devaluation, the Common-
wealth Government found it necessary and
desirable to make certain funds available
to the industry in order to off set the
effects of devaluation. However, I do not
see the problems as being different from
what they were prior to 1960. They are
greater in degree, but essentially the same
as they were. The situation is no different
as regards dairy farmers being able to
sell the produce of their farms, although
with devaluation the problem has become
more difficult.

The circumstances which gave rise to the
committee's findings in 1960 exist now, and
it is necessary, because of increased hard-
ships, to make some recommendations
which will be of help and benefit to these
people. Had some of the recommendationis
been implemented in 1960, 1981, or a little
later, perhaps the dairying industry would
not be faced with the serious situation with
which it is today.

I wish to make it clear that I am not
blaming Governments, nor am I blam-
ing any person in public office because
these recommendations were not imple-
mented. I know from personal experience
that, generally speaking, certain sections
of the industry were not prepared to accept
these recommendations. However, this has
passed into history, so I do no more than
express some regret, as I believe they were
positive recommendations and, had some
of them been implemented, perhaps the
industry would not be faced inow with some
of the problems that exist today-with
the little jealousies that have arisen within
the dairving industry: that is, between the
butterfat Section and the whole-milk sec-
tion. With a correction of certain attitudes
on the part of a number of those adminis-
tering the industry, I think some of these
little jealousies-if they really do exist-
might well be minimised anid if they are
our dairying industry in Western Australia
will have a bright future. I would like
to see these opportunities fully availed of
without acrimony so that the Industry
will comprise one community.

I conclude on that note, but before tak-
ing my seat I would like to make some
reference to two people who have been
associated with the dairying industry for
some time. In the last day or two mem-
bers will have noted the Passing of a
person who held a most prominent posi-
tion in the dairying industry. I refer to
Mr. P. G. Hampshire. I cannot let this
opportunity pass without mourning his
passing. He was a man with great ex-
perience in the industry. While I knew
him personally, I had not known him over
a long period, but he certainly did play
an important part in what were the form-
ative days of the Western Australian
dairying industry.

I have a far greater knowledge of the
other person who, in my experience, has
played a very great part Indeed in setting
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the dairying industry in Western Australia
on an expanding and progressive line, I
refer to Mr. Maurice Cullity who recently
retired as Superintendent of flairying in
Western Australia. For many years I was
associated with him and, for some time,
was one of his officers. I pay a special
compliment to him for the services he
gave over many years in his capacity as
Superintendent of flairying.

In all the years I have known him I
cannot think of one occasion where he
ever came in for any strong criticism of his
administration of the dairying industry in
Western Australa. I am quite sure that
he enjoyed-in fact, I know he enjoyed-
the great confidence of the dairy farmers
of Western Australia. I pay him this
compliment, and I trust he will enjoy his
retirement. I support the motion.

THE HON. Rt. F. HUTCIJSON (North-
East Metropolitan) [5.31 p.m.]: Mr. Presi-
dent, I want to congratulate you on the
confidence shown in you at the meeting of
members when you were re-elected as Pre-
sident. I hope I will not worry you too
much during the session, but I intend to
have plenty to say before it finishes. I
wish you success and a happy period in
the position you hold.

I intend to open my speech with a mat-
ter which concerns me, and I refer to the
preservation of our parklands. It is not
often that I start my speech with a com-
plixnent-I think this is the first time-
but I congratulate the Minister for Mines
(The Hon. A. F. Griffith). I read recently
that The Ron. A. F. Griffith. acting on
behalf of another Minister, gave an assur-
ance that the idea of reserving 175 acres
of King's Park for sporting facilities, and
for the University, had been abandoned.

In Western Australia we have a glorious
heritage in King's Park. It will
become more precious year by year, and
again I congratulate the Minister for the
stand he has taken. I hope he will. never
change his mind. Perhaps mothers and
children get more pleasure from King's
Park than do the men. The mothers can
take their babies there for relaxation.
When I heard that a portion of the park
was to be taken for recreational -urposes
I thought it would be a terrible tning be-
cause once a start was made there would
be no stopping other areas from being
taken for similar purposes.

I will now go to the other extreme and
condemn the Government for its neglect
of the housing situation through the years.
I have handled some tragic cases, one of
which concerned a man with five children.
He had a home-not a Government home
-but was put out. He was a new arrival
to this country and was not well off, but
he had to take time off from work to find
a place to live. I advised him not to move,
and he was taken to court. He went
through the usual Process and was put on
the deprived list before the Housing Com-
mission would give him a home. He was

given a house, but it was not new. When
I attended the court with that man I
thought it was dreadful that this State
should be so short of houses when we have
wide ranges and fields available. There
has been a "greedy grab." Housing is
neglected and yet it is number one priority
for any family which comes to Western
Australia.

There is a shortage of homes and yet
millions of dollars. which could easily have
been spent over a longer period, have been
poured into the north-west. This Govern-
ment has not cared about housing the
pe~ople. I know of a family with five
children who have been living on the
verandah of a friend's house, because they
could not get a home. I ask the Minister,
and the Goverrnent, to give more con-
sideration to housing the people. At the
last election the Labor Party promised
that if it became the Government it would
concentrate on housing. This Government
could very well do the same thing. If one
party can do that, then the other party
can do the same.

I wish to mention something concerning
my own district, something which hurt me
very much. Mr. Graham, when* Minister
for Housing in the Labor Government,
made available for working people a piece
of land in Mt. Yokine. It was meant to be
used for the housing of working people and
was situated near the golf links in Mt.
Yokine. However, this Government took
over and it is now a very advanced class
suburb. The ordinary working man could
not afford to buy a house there. This is
wrong because working people do not al-
ways have motorcars to enable them to
travel long distances to work. That land
was taken away from them by the Minis-
ter, and I think he should be censured for
turning Mt. Yokine into the district it now
is, because it was set aside and subdivided
for working people. It was to be a working
man's suburb.

I regret so many fiats are being built.
I do not think there is any need for them
in Western Australia and I do not think
the Government should be concentrating
on building flats. We have sufficient land
adjacent to the city and the building of
fiats is not necessary.

When abroad I saw the tragedy of fiats
in Denmark-some of them are 10 storeys
high. One woman had a fiat on the fifth
floor and her little child was knocked down
in the street. By the time she got down to
the ground floor-the lift stopped at the
various floors on the way down-the child
had been picked up but it was dead. This
brought home to me the horror of putting
children into fiats. A fiat is no place for a
child.

While speaking on the matter of hous-
ing I omitted to mention that I knew of
three women who were almost driven men-
tal through the worry of inadequate hous-
ing. They were not able to get houses. I
ask the Government to put aside politics
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and build houses for the people. The
money is available and surely enough has
been poured into the north-west. Surely
the Government can spend enough money,
Quickly, to relieve the hardship that is
being experienced, especially by the mig-
rants. The Government is callously
bringing migrants to this country and it
does not have homes to accommodate
them.

As a woman I probably get more cases
to handle than do men, because the
people think that a woman can do more
for them. However, I have to tell the
people that I can do nothing when our
party is in Opposition. I know of many
cases of mental breakdown through lack
of housing. Families are living apart and.
of necessity, parents are forced to say
that they have no children. That is a fact.
I know of three families who have placed
their children in the Fairbridge Farm
School. The parents ask the Fadrbridge
Farm School authorities not to divulge that
they have children, because if it is known
that people have children they are not able
to get a house.

Again I congratulate the Minister on
the action he took in regard to King's
Park in stopping a football field being
constructed there. However, a hideous
mess has been made of Perth, extending
from the Narrows Bridge past Parliament
House. A bridge or a causeway further
down the river, near the University, would
have allowed a three-pronged diversion of
the traffic, and would have left the City of
Perth with its priceless heritage of un-
spoiled nature along the river, backed by
King's Park. Perth was a lovely city-a
God-given beauty. Another causeway or
another bridge would have meant that the
traffic could have gone three ways with-
out disturbing Perth at all. If one looks
from the front of Parliament House one
will see what we now have.

The present Government has taken
action which I think it will regret. The
city has been spoilt with the erection of
one bridge over the river. The Swan River
is more precious to Western Australians
than are all the rivers in New South Wales
and Victoria to the people who live in
those States. The Eastern States have a
different climate, and there are many
rivers there. However, in this State we
have few rivers-one could count them on
the fingers of one band. What we some-
times call rivers are not rivers at all.

I do not know what is wrong with the
people when they allow a Government,
which has done what this Government has
done, to remain in office. It is no laughing
matter. The children of Western Australia
are now deprived of playing fields be-
cause the Esplanade will be too dangerous
as a result of k1l the passing traffic. That
lovely location has been taken from the
people of Western Australia and I think

it is a sin, the responsibility for which
should rest on the shoulders of the Gov-
ernment.

I told Mr. Tonkin, when he was Min-
ister for Works, that he was doing the
wrong thing. He has since said that he
wished he had listened to me. However.
men do that sort of thing; they have the
power, and that is all there is about it.

I came across a matter which interested
me on page 1824 of the Queensland
Hansard, dated 1921. The Queensland Con-
stitution Act Amendment Act was being
discussed, and it was moved that the Bill
be read a third time. That Bill dealt with
the abolition of the Queensland Legislative
Council and the question was passed by 28
to 8. That was in Queensland-a good
Labor State. On that occasion The Hon. P.
J. Leahy said that the day was not far dis-
tant when phoenix-like the Council would
rise from its ashes and be restored. The
question was put and passed many years
ago, and the Council in that State has not
been restored; nor will it ever be restored.
This brings me to my argument: We would
be better off if we did away with our Legis-
lative Council-I do not care if Legislative
Council members are not put out of Par-
liamnent--and had one Chamber. AS time
goes by the people will learn just how
this House reacts against the ordinary
people.

When the Industrial Arbitration Act
was amended in this Parliament, some
years ago, thousands of people went to the
public gallery in the Legislative Assembly.
That, of course, boosted the ego of the
members of the other Chamber. I talked
to the people in the rounds outside and
I told them to go to the Legislative Coun-
cil where they would witness the fate of the
Bill. However, half of them did not under-
stand and when the Bill was passed
through this House there were only 32
peopie in the public gallery. I counted
them.

The general public would never know
what occurs here because not very much
is published in the papers. Now and again,
if someone makes a faux pas we get a
mention. However, the proceedings of the
Legislative Council are not published, yet
it is the most powerful House in the Brit-
ish Commonwealth of Nations.

In England-and we take that country
as a guide-if a Bill is rejected twice by
the House of Lords and it is submitted
for the third time by the House of Com-
mons it automatically become law. In
other words, a Bill cannot be rejected on
three occasions; the House of Lords does
not have that power. Consequently, in my
view it is a scandal that in a young country
like this, where we see millions of dollars
being spent, and people from different
races migrating here-and I am a rebel
about the members of one race being per-
mitted to enter this country-we should
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have a Legislative Council which can do
the things which this Chamber is able to
do.

I believe we should have only one Cham-
ber; the two present Houses should be
combined. I would willingly retire to make
one member less; and if we had one Chamn-
ber we would at least be able to get justice
and progressive government in this State.

I now wish to make a reference to some-
one who does not live in this State but
I think it is worth recording in H-fansard
the fact that a man named Bob Ware has
graduated as a police constable in South
Australia. He was the first aboriginal
police cadet in Australia and the news-
paper report, under the heading, "Our
First in the Force," states the following:-

Australia's first Aboriginal police
cadet graduates from the Fort Largs
Academy, Adelaide, today.

He is Bob Ware (19), of Colona.
120 miles from Ceduna, South Aus-
tralia.

He is among 18 cadets to graduate
at the ceremony.

Bob says he has wanted to be a
policeman since he was very young.

His father, Edmund Ware, who is
head stockman at Colona Station, is
in Adelaide to see Bob graduate.

During his training at the Academy
Bob has Proved himself good at cricket,
football, and athletics. He Won a
Police trophy for sport as the best
in his course.

But he is a little shy to talk about
himself.

He also had good passes in his
academic studies.

Commandant of the Academy,
Superintendent E. Meldrum, said:
'From the moment of entry Bob has

fitted extremely well into Police
Academy life."

After his graduation Constable Ware
will do normal police duty.

That is wonderful and I only wish we
could do the same thing here. That boy
must have had a great deal of help and
encouragement to satisfy his ambition,

I now wish to refer to two danger points
from a traffic Point of view and I would
like the Minister to listen to what I have
to say. I shall refer to a letter which was
written to the Press because it tells the
whole Story. The letter reads as follows:-

I would like to know what the people
in the Morley area think about the
authorities 'who still say the junction
of Collier, Walter and Wellington
Roads, Morley, does not warrant
traffic lights.

I can assure the Minister traffic lights are
warranted at that junction. They are
wanted very badly. We have asked through

the local Parents and Citizens' Association
to have lights installed but no notice has
been taken of Our request.

The corner Outside my home in Bedford
is also another danger spot.-! refer to the
corner of Beaufort Street and Edward
Street, which is a very busy area. Every
night my heart is in my mouth as I listen
to the screech of brakes. One accident has
occurred already, although it was not a
serious one and the drivers involved did
not bother to report it. However, it is a
dangerous corner and in my view lights
should be installed at the two spots to
which I have referred. I hope the Minister
will take notice of those requests.

I do not intend to speak at length, but
the points I have raised have not been
brought forward facetiously. I have men-
tioned them in the earnest hope that
something will be done about them.

I regret the loss of the river front near
Victoria Avenue, because there are many
people living in that locality. It is wrong,
in a city like Perth, where we have really
only one beauty spot-a large sheet of
water-for us to deprive the people of
access to our river. We are cutting it off
from the people and future generations
will blame this Government for what it
is doing now. 1 do not know whether it
is too late to do anything about it, but
if there is time I hope something will be
done. If I had my way I would ensure
that something was done.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Don't you
think that, between Fremantle and Perth
there should be more bridges across the
rver?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Of course;
but I suppose they will come in time.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: I wonder
what is holding them back.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I do
not know. I would like to know what
holds this Government back in regard
to lots of things, We have a river
the Government does not seem to appre-
ciate. No member of this Government
seems to appreciate what open space
means, or what water means. We have
one poor little river and the best part of
it is at the foot of Mount Street, but the
people, by the Government's proposals, will
be completely cut off from the river at that
point. Yet the Government has no regrets
about that. The same sort of thing would
have happened with King's Park had we
permitted the Government to do what it
wanted to do. I would do everything in
my power to prevent anything happening
to King's Park.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: They don't
want any traffic around Nedlands or Clare-
mont.

The Hon. R. F. HUJTCISON: No, but
the traffic should be taken 'through that
area. Nedlands is not now the select
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suburb that it used to be. I think the
Government will live to regret what it has
done as regards the river.

There is one other subject to which I
would like to refer and this concerns a pro-
mise that has been made that an epilepsy
study conference will be commenced at the
University next year. It is a big step f or-
ward and I do not mention the matter
because I have something to do with
epileptics. Most people do not know this,
but at any age a person can become an
epileptic. A Person has only to be struck
on the temporal lobe of the brain to
become an epileptic; any many people are
contacting the association for help. Many
of those who have recently become epilep-
tics have suffered as a result of motor-
cycle accidents. I have mentioned the
school at the University because I am
Pleased to see the good work that the
Minister concerned has done. Everybody
connected with the project has done his
best and I was surprised to see so much
interest being taken in the Matter. One
starts something and one does not realise
how much interest will eventually be taken
in that subject. I thank members for
listening to my remarks.

THlE HON. C. E. GRIFFITHS (South-
East Metropolitan) [5.53 pm.]: I wish to
support the motion moved by Mr. White
on opening day, and also add my congratu-
lations to those of previous speakers, to
you, Sir, on Your re-election as President
of this Chamber. I know your duties will
be carried out in the future in the same
manner as they have been carried out over
the Years You have held the position of
President.

I, too, wish to congratulate the new
members who have been elected to the
Legislative Council. I trust their time in
this House will be of great value to them-
selves, to the People they represent, and
to Western Australia in general. At the
same time I would like to congratulate
those members who were re-elected at the
last State election. It is unfortunate that
in a democracy, such as we have, some
people fall by the wayside at election time,
and among those who were lost was Mr.
Robinson, the Government Whip. I was
very sorry indeed to see this happen.

One gentleman who did not return after
the election was Probably the first member
of Parliament I heard of when I was a
little boy-I refer to Mr. Heenan. He was
the first member of Parliament I can ever
recall hearing about, or seeing. This was
many years ago, before I went to school.

The Hon, T. 0. Perry: How long ago?
The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS: A fair

while ago now-back in the middle 1930s,
or about that time. Members here now
would have been old even then! I was
pleased and honoured when I was elected
to know that I would be sitting in the

Chamber at the same time as Mr. Heenan
anid I was sorry to see him lose his seat.
Nevertheless, that is the Way it goes and
no doubt the honourable member who took
his place will serve the people of that pro-
vince in the same way and for as long a
period as Mr. Heenan did.

I hurried into the debate this afternoon
and I am trying to get things sorted out.
One of the subjects I wish to discuss is the
situation that exists in regard to road
crossings near schools. Some members
have mentioned this subject already and
questions have been asked about the prob-
lem-whether or not some sort of guard-
controlled crossing could be provided on
busy roads for children going to and from
school.

I have asked questions about this matter
but unfortunately at the moment I cannot
lay my hands on either the questions or the
answers. A number of schools in my pro-
vince have been endeavouring to get
guard-controlled crossings, or some sort
of safety crossing provided for the child-
ren at those schools, but it appears to me
that the departmental requirements are so
stringent that it is almost impossible for
the schools to qualify. In my view the de-
partment should have another look at its
requirements and reappraise the situation,
because 1 think the regulations in this
regard are far too stringent.

I believe that even if only one motor-
car a day passes a school some sort Of
crossing should be provided to safeguard
the lives of children who are rushing on
their way to or from school. I have just
been handed the question I asked and the
answer I received and the answer was
very long. As a matter of fact, it is typical
of those that one gets when one asks a
question regarding the provision of some
sort of safety crossing. One gets a great
long answer with all the words in the
world: whereas it could have been con-
densed into one word of two letters-
"No." All the other paraphernalia in the
answer does not concern me one iota.
What does concern me and the parents
involved is the fact that the children have
to run the gauntlet every time they cross a
road going to and coming from school. I
believe it is high time those on the Special
Schools Crossing Reviewing Committee
were sacked-and sacked immediately-
because obviously they have no children
going to school. I feel that to be qualified
to be a member of the Special Schools
Crossing Reviewing Committee, a person
should be a mother with children attend-
ing school; we would then have cross-
walks and guard-controlled crossings pro-
vided.

I also asked questions along the same
lines as those asked by Mr. Dolan, in which
I referred to the situation that occurs in
Manning. The local city council in that
area has asked for the provision of some
sort of traffic sign to be placed at the
corner of Canavan Crescent and Godwin
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Avenue. The situation that exists there is
a most dangerous one, though the people
who decide these issues apparently feel it
is not dangerous.

The whole situation of course becomes
quite absurd to my way of thinking. The
people in that area who are there 24 hours
a day, and who witness these near misses.
would certainly give evidence-if they
were asked to do so, which is not likely-
of the dangerous Position that obtains. A
couple of days are, I read an article In
this connection in the newspapers,. but un-
fortunaptely it is one of the extracts I am
not able to find.
Sitting suspended from 6.2 to 7.30 p.m.

The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS: Before tea
I was about to refer to an article which
appeared in the Daily News of the 8th
August under the heading, "Fatal Inter-
section Made Safer." This is a typical re-
Port of the matter to which I have been
referring. It states-

An intersection described as danger-
ous by the City Coroner had been
made as safe as possible since a June
death crash, a Main Roads Depart-
ment official said today.

The MRD erected a stop sign at the
Monash and Winthrop ayes, Inter,-
section in Nedlanids on July 19 and
cleared scrub from the meotian strip.
to improve visibility.

The intersection was spotlighted by
uthe deatas of Walter Hugh Masters
(72) and his wife Claribel (73) on
June 3.

There has been a series of accidents
there since 1966. including three
crashes involvig major damage,
three involving injuries, and the June
death smash.

I do not know much about this intersec-
tion, because I do not travel over it very
often. The article points out that since
1966 a series of accidents, culminating
in the death of two people, occurred there.
After that the department proceeded to
put up some warning signs-in this case
a "Stop" sign.

That was the kind of intersection I was
referring to before tea. These are the in-
tersections with which the local authori-
ties concerned and the people living
nearby are fully conversant as to traffic
flow. Often when a local authority or
an individual contacts the Police Depart-
ment or the Main Roads Department to
suggest the provision of some sort of
traffic sign at an intersection he receives
the reply that the position does not wvar-
rant it. I do not know how many near
misses are equivalent to a serious acci-
dent, or how many serious accidents are
equivalent to a fatality. If a continuing
series of near misses occurs at an intersec-
tion, without any collison between vehicles,
and the matter is put before the authori-
ties, then action of some kind should be
taken to provide a safeguard.

I asked some questions in the House of
the Minister for Mines on the lat. August
in an endeavour to obtain information. I
did not Pursue the matter, because I was
not supplied with the information that
I required. No doubt I would have been
given the information had I Pursued the
matter. The first part of my question
was-

What is the basis for determining
whether or not traffic signs ("Give
Way" and "Stop" signs) are installed
at intersections in the metropolitan
area?

The answer of the Minister was that some
Australia-wide committee arrived at the
decisions. The second part of my ques-
tion was-

Which department or departments
confer in the considerations?

The answer was that some committee In
Tasmania, and some other bodies in the
other States did. However, that wvas not
the information I was seeking.

In my opinion it is immaterial which
departments ale responsible for deciding
on the installation of a traffic sign at an
intersection. In my view not sufficient
notice is taken by the departments con-
cerned of the opinions of the people who
are most familiar with the traffic condi-
tions at intersections. I am hoping that
in the near future instances such as the
one mentioned in the Daily Newns do not
occur. The department should make a
reappraisal of its approach to this type
of problem, as well as to the provision of
crosswalks or guard- controlled crossings
near schools as these have been requested
by many parents and citizens' associations
in the metropolitan area.

I intended to refer at greater length to
the congestion and bottleneck that has been
created on the Canning Highway on this
side of the Canning Bridge, but Mr. Dolan
has already covered that matter fairly
fully. This problem is of serious concern to
the people living in that locality. I fail to
see how it could have been allowed to
continue for so long. One aspect which
Mr. Dolan did not mention is that not only
are the three lanes of traffic r'educed to
one lane, but also within about 50 yards
there is a bus stop. This is located on
the only traffic lane remaining, and if a
bus stops there the traffic is held up.
There should be more co-ordination be-
tween the various departments Concerned,
and I am hoping something will be done
to rectify the position.

On the question of housing there is one
aspect in which I am interested and about
which I am a little Perturbed, as a con-
sequence of the action taken by the Gov-
ernment. This is in relation to the State
Housing Commission's efforts to induce
people continually to live in high density
housing projects. Once or twice I have
referred to this matter in the House, and
I shall continue to do so for as long as I
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am here, because I believe this method of
housing the people cuts across the funda-
mental right of the Australian people to
live in their own houses on their owin
blocks of land. I believe the housing of
people in high density projects is a means
to an end; but I do not think the end
justifies the means in this instance. It is
merely a short cut in an attempt to allevi-
ate a problem which exists at the present
time. I think that generations in the
future will pay the penalty.

I asked some questions on this matter,
because some aspects of the high density
project worried mae as a consequence of
some research I had undertaken. This re-
search created grave doubts in my mind as
to the soundness of the scheme. For that
reason I decided to ask some questions,
and it is very interesting to hear some of
the answers given. on the 30th July I
asked the Minister for Mines-

Has the State Housing Commission
prepared a detailed cost analysis of
the constructional, site services and
landscaping costs of the proposed
Bentley high density housing develop-
ment?

It was a reasonable request, bearing in
mind that this project will cover some 60
acres of State Housing Commission land
and will cost a great deal of money. I
would have thought that one of the first
things the commission would do was to
investigate the cost of the project. 'To my
surprise the answer given to that question
was-

No detailed cost analyses have yet
been made. However, the depth and
width of the housing experience, both
in Western Australia and the Eastern
States housing authorities confirms
the proposed scheme as sound and
pays full regard to the value of the
land, its original cost, the availability
of all utilities and services, its close
proximity to a major and expanding
industrial area, shopping, commercial,
transport and school facilities.

Let us consider the answer. A decision has
been made to construct this project, but
the only thing on which the commission
based its economic soundness was. "The
depth and width of the housing experience,
both in Western Australia and the Eastern
States housing authorities."'

Let us consider the experience of the
State Housing Commission of Western
Australia. I looked all over this State, but
I could not find a single housing complex
such as the one at Bentley-certainly not
a 60-acre project. So we can assume
that the inclusion of the experience of
Western Australia in the answer was a
misprint! Let us look at the housing ex-
perience of the Eastern States housing
authorities. Last year I made reference
to a couple of reports of the New South
Wmles housing authority. I shall not refer

to this matter in detail, because it is al-
ready recorded in Mansard, but I will if it
is necessary.

It was pointed out that as far as those
in New South Wales were concerned, (a)
the projects cost too much money; (b) the
people did not prefer to live in them; and
(c) it was forcing people to live in a type
of accommodation they did not desire. So
that cuts out New South Wales so far as
the Eastern States' experience is con-
cerned.

Let us look at some of the other Eastern
States. Victoria has erected quite a few of
these high density housing units. Their
schemes are a little different from ours
because theirs are slum redevelopment pro-
jects. The high density schemes in Victoria
are perhaps necessary because they
do not hav6 the land and they arc re-
developing existing slums. In my opinion
high density schemes are ideal for this
purpose-to redevelop the area in which
a number of people are housed in
existing slums, The high density accom-
modation would probably be better than
the accommodation in which the people
were living previously. This is what the
housing authority in Victoria had to say in
regard to the matter, and it is really in-
teresting. Apart from a multitude of other
things, it said-

Social Misadventure;
Vandalism is prevalent in High
Rise flats blocks with damage to
lifts, defacing of walls, broken
glass and damage to trees and
lawns being most usual forms.
There is little vandalism in oc-
cupied houses but vacant units
and those under construction
suffer.

In other words, the authority in Victoria
Pointed out the fact that Vandalism in-
creased immensely in these projects in
that State and, of course, the housing
authority has to pay for the vandalism. The
authority went on to say that as far as
Victoria is concerned, if the cost of land
is omitted, there is no great difference in
the overall cost of developing these units.
In other words, in Victoria there is not
much difference in cost. We must bear in
mind that New South Wales said there is
a vast difference; but the best that Vic-
toria. can come up with is that there is
no great difference.

Last year I mentioned that the Housing
Trust in South Australia indicated pretty
much the same as the authority in New
South Wales; in other words, the cost
was greater, People did not like them, and
as far as It was concerned, the single unit
house was the best type of dwelling for the
Australian people.

Anyhow, we go on to Queensland, another
of the Eastern States from whom this
State got the idea. This, among other
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things, is what the authority in Queens-
land said-

In reply to your letter of 7th ultimo in
regard to housing densities I would
advise that this Commission has not
found it necessary nor has it as yet
seen any advantages, financial or
otherwise, in departing from single unit
housing for families with children. It
is agreed that in larger cities with
slum clearance problems certain
special considerations which do not
exist here would exercise considerable
influence and could necessitate a dif-
ferent approach.

Would we in Perth say that Perth is a
large city with slum clearance problems
which would necessitate our taking this
drastic action in Bentley, for instance? I
must here say that I am not objecting
necessarily to the project in Bentley. I am
objecting to the whole principle. I men-
tioned Bentley particularly because it
happens to be in my province and is a
locality which I know fairly intimately.
Later I will refer to quite a few other
localities. I am opposed to the basic prin-
ciple that Western Australian people have
to be subjected to this type of housing for
no reason other than the fact that the
only avenue of housing accommodation
open to them is through the State Hous-
Ing Commission. The only crime they have
committed is that they have no alter-
native but to go to the commission.

We will now study what the National
Capital Development Commission had to
say. This, of course, is in Canberra. Among
other things, this is what it says-

The government house management
authority has expressed the view that
the detached house is so far the most
preferred dwelling and our own records
show that it is the most economical
way to provide a given area of living
space.

That is what the authority in Canberra
says. As far as the Eastern States are
concerned, we have dealt with New South
Wales, Victoria. South Australia, Queens-
land, and Canberra. The information
gained makes it very difficult indeed to
understand the answer I received, in which
it was said the Housing Commission-or
the Government in this particular in-
stance, unfortunately-made its decision as
to whether or not this was an economically
sound proposal, on the experience of West-
ern Australia-and I have already indi-
cated there is no similar scheme existing
in Western Australia-and of the housing
authorities in the Eastern States.

I did not make this up. These are the
facts; and yet on that flimsy basis we are
prepared to commit countless numbers of
Western Australian people to a way of
living to which they should not be com-
mitted. I sincerely trust they will not be.

That was the first of a number of ques-
tions. Part (2) went on to say-

(2) If Prepared, how does the cost
per unit of family accommodation
compare with the known costs
of S.H.C. detached dwelling unit
family accommodation?

I did not receive an answer to that ques-
tion. Part (3) was--

(3) Is the Minister aware that, in
the experience of the Victorian
Housing Commission, high density
Housing Commission developments
incur a high rate of vandalism
well in excess of that experienced
in detached dwelling unit accoma-
modation?

That was the one I referred to from the
report of Victoria and, of course, the
Minister said he was aware of it. His
answer was--

(3) Yes. It must be realised that the
high rise fiat projects being un-
dertaken by the Victorian Hous-
ing Commission in Melbourne are
essentially slum reclamation pro-
jects undertaken in an environ-
ment still containing slums and
slum dwellers. The Western Aus-
tralian State Housing Commis-
sion Bentley project is in no way
comparable.

I will explain how we will find out. We
will build it and place people in it. and
after we have seen physically whether or
not vandalism increases, we will be able to
say it has or it has not. But if it has,
can we do anything about it? Of course
we cannot because the Project will be al-
ready completed. So I do not put much
stock in that particular answer. I then
went on to ask-

(4) Is the Minister aware that a sur-
vey carried out by the Brother -
hood of St. Laurence into social
conditions in high density Hous-
ing Commission accommodation in
Victoria, showed that only 2 per
cent. of the residents would be
willing to purchase the rental
units they occupied?

The book issued by the Brotherhood of St.
Laurence is very interesting. It is called
High Living, and Is a study of family life
in flats, carried out by some very learned
people-Anne Stevenson, Senior Social
Worker, Brotherhood of St. Laurence:
Elaine Martin, Lecturer in Social Studies,
University of Melbourne; and Judith
O'Neill, Research Officer, Brotherhood of
St. Laurence.

The survey was carried out in 1966, 1
think, and the book was published in 1967.
and if anyone wants to buy a copy, it costs
$2.75. For the information of members.
the Brotherhood of St. Laurence is a
Church of England social service organ-
isation traditionally concerned with the
housing needs of low income families in
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Victoria. It carried out this survey, but
unfortunately I cannot read all the book
now because I would be here all night if
I did so. However, certain sections in par-
ticular should be seriously considered by
us, and one of them refers to the very
question I asked. Before I continue with
the extracts from that book, I will give
the Minister's answer to the question as
to whether or not he knew anything about
the survey. The answer was--

(4) Yes. The commission intends that
the Bentley medium and high
density dwellings be reserved for
rental.

So I had another look at the question and
I can only assume that the Minister was
aware of the survey. One of the questions
asked during the survey wa--

What kind of accommodation
would You Prefer, a house or a flat,
rented or purchased?

Of those asked, 98 per cent. said they
would prefer a house, and 2 per cent, said
they would stick with the flat. That 2
per cent, also said they would purchase
the flat if they had the opportunity. So
on the basis of that 2 per cent. we are
going to carry on with a similar scheme,
but those concerned here are not going
to get the opportunity to purchase the
flat because they are to be available only
for rental.

It then went on to the high rise, two-
storey accommodation, and some of the
accommodation at Bentley will be on this
basis. We must bear in mind that 56 per
cent. of those living in high rise flats had
no children. However, 63 per cent, said
they would prefer to live in single unit
accommodation and only 36 per cent. said
they would prefer to live where they were.
Once again, 2 per cent, said they would
purchase their flats if they could. That
is the result of that particular survey.

In the answers to the questions we were
told that the cost of maintaining the
space surrounding the houses would be
borne by the commission. It will be a
never-ending sort of job. Fair enough. it
is just as well the commission will be
responsible otherwise the maintenance
would not be done at all. Nevertheless,
this maintenance work must be paid for,
and indirectly the people will be doing
this as some proportion of the rent will be
allocated for this purpose. I have an idea
that the answer to the question said some-
thing like that.

Later on I asked some more questions.
I asked whether, in view of the fact that
the commission had not produced any
cost analysis and therefore it was unable
to give any idea of whether or not it was
to be a costly scheme, it had carried out
any social survey. I wanted to know
whether any sort of survey had been made

in Western Australia in an endleavour to
ascertain whether Western Australians
were any different from those in the East-
ern States who have obviously indicated
they would not be happy about the pro-
ject.

Those in Western Australia may have a
different outlook. However, as the Govern-
ment did not know whether the project
was an economic proposition, surely it
would ascertain whether or not the people
would like to live in this type of accomn-
modation[ However, the answer I re-
ceived was "No," once again; so I1 have
come to the conclusion that not very much
consideration at all was given to this pro-
posal.

On second thoughts, I am not saying
that not very much consideration was
given; I retract that statement. Per-
haps a lot of consideration was given,
but I feel sure the information which
was given to Cabinet, and on which
it had to make its decision, must have
been misleading, to say the least.

I will refer again to the Brotherhood of
St. Laurence and would like to read one
or two extracts from its report. These
are very pertinent points to my mind. The
report says-

The people we spoke to could well
laugh at those who call the flats "slums
of the future" since they had lived in
the slums of the past and of the
present, and had In most cases had to
cope with appalling standards or ex-
cessive rents. They were well aware
that the flats they lived in now offered
them a much better physical standard
of accommodation, yet in the light of
the Problems and difficulties which we
have shown to exist for the tenants
on Hothamn estate, we must question
whether it is enough simply to Provide
a better Physical standard of housing
in a flat and yet fail to take into
account that it is a new environment.

The main criticism that can be made
is that the needs of families with chil-
dren are not being met. The environ-
ment, which includes the Individual
flat, the estate and neighbourhood,
does not provide for the easy fuinc-
tioning of family life. Problems are
accentuated by attitudes to family life
and child-rearing and by relationships
with People outside the family which
are formulated against a background
of suburban habits and a widely-held
value that suburban living is the ideal.

People in our community view their
lives in terms of the way the family
can function within the boundaries of
their home, but for the flat-dwellers
we spoke to these boundaries have
become the walls of their flat. They
did not see the communal facilities
Provided for them as an extension of
their home area.
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That is very important, Mr. President;
namely, they did not see the communal
facilities that were provided as an exten-
sion of their borne area. It continues--

A flat designed without taking this
into account will be inadequate to
meet the varied needs of family life.
A flat cannot grow nor be altered as
the family structure changes, nor can
activities or people spill out into the
wider area outside the home, as is
possible on a suburban block.

I wonder whether Cabinet considered that
point of view when it made its decision.
I wonder whether it was considered, be-
cause the survey goes on to say-

To carry these examples further,
the flat has no Yard and no room for
sheds or huts, no places for cars or
storage comparable to a garage or car-
port. There can be no bungalow in
the yard, nor can a room be added
or a verandah be glassed in, as the
need arises, to give privacy to an older
child or to give refuge to an elderly
parent. Several bedrooms in the walk-
up flats occurring in our sample are
used by three children. While chil-
dren are small this offers a workable
solution, but in Years to come when
three older children are sharing the
same room, space and privacy will be
very limited, Flats should not be
thought of as houses with the back-
yard removed and community facilities
tacked on.

Some provision must be made then
to compensate for the loss of backyard
or "growing-space." The areas of
gardens and lawns on the estate do
not provide this compensation because
they belong to everybody and there-
fore belong to nobody. They are use-
fuli but with obvious limitations as a
play-area for children. The open
nature df the ground makes it almost
impossible for tenants to identify
themselves with any particular area.
There can certainly be no privacy for
anyone who wishes to sit on the lawns.

Are we supposed to forget all about the
people who are going to live in these pro-
jects? I do not believe it is a justifiable
project at all. The final reference I wish
to make from the report is as follows:-

High density housing is the answer
that our community has produced to
meet the needs of this low-income
group. Before offering our conclusions
and recommendations, we can do no
better than present once more the
reaction of the tenants, in this instance
to our queries about their housing
plans for the future. Even given the
difficulties of communication we have
mentioned, it is clear from what
people told us about their dreams and
aspirations that they felt that they
were being offered a type of housing
that set them apart from the rest of

the community. Even though they
were in many cases aware of the ad-
vantages of their present situation in.
view of their earnings and purchasing
power, their hearts were set on the
suburban way of life that the rest of
the community apparently enjoys and
sets before them as a standard.

Mr. President, those statements and find-
ings were not made lightly by irresponsible
People. Of course, I will be criticised
bitterly for having the audacity to bring
them before the House and, once again,
I will be accused of making all sorts of
hysterical statements. However, there is
only one way to get such a project stopped
and, that is, for somebody to carry the
banner for the people who are going to be
forced to live in this environment. It has
been suggested to me that I cannot sub-
stantiate my argument, but I say that I did
not make it up; it is clearly in the books
and reports for anyone to read.

Goodness knows, I have looked in every
book and explored every avenue that has
been open to me in order to find out some-
thing about high density housing. However
at a certain time I was not looking for any
more of this information but was, in fact.
quite innocently reading a book on Fiji.
One of the things I found out about the
Fijian people is that they are traditionally
accustomed to a close-knit communal way
of life. In other words, this is the way
they have lived for centuries upon cen-
turies; namely, in a little close-knit com-
munity surrounded by huts and with
everyone sharing everything.

It is interesting to find that in Fiji
houses are being built for the people and,
amongst other types of houses, some
double-storied units and unit-type group
housing is being built. One sentence in
the book reads as follows:-

The terrace units are not as popular
with the prospective purchasers as the
single houses.

That is, even the people in Fiji, who have
been brought up to live in an atmosphere
where they share everything and have com-
mon facilities, when offered these homes
said they would prefer to have single unit
houses.

Nevertheless the State Housing Comn-
.mission tells us that it has gone
thoroughly into the matter and whilst it
does not have any evidence at all, it is
convinced the project is a sound pro-
position.

I have here a copy of the Plan for the
Metropolitan Region Perth and Fremanle
Report 1955 by Professor Stephenson. It
is very interesting to read his remarks on
this subject. He says--

Detached houses will, however, form
the considerable majority for many
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years to come, and only a small pro-
portion of other types is suggested (in
Section H)-

In other words, there is another section of
the report. To continue-

-as being a reasonable estimate of
Probable future demand. The bulk of
new building will take the form of
individual houses. Present practice
indicates that plots of about one-fifth
acre are likely to be more popular
than larger or smaller areas, although
there will continue to be a demand for
smaller sites, and also for larger sites
of one-quarter acre and more. It is
suggested that more consideration
should be given to provide a variety
of lot sizes in the subdivision of rem,-
dential land than has been the prac-
tice in the past.

TI-mt is very important indeed, because
one of the things which our so-called
town Planners tell us is that the urban
sprawl and the constant square subdivi-
sions, with one block being identical with
the other, is not very nice to look at. I
believe that is a matter of opinion. How-
ever, assuming it is not very nice to look
at, Professor Stephenson has suggested
what we should do with our subdivisions:
namely, we should have some small blocks,
some larger blocks, and some very big
blocks and these should be divided up
over a subdivision. That would break
down the constant repetition-the same-
ness--that exists with the present type
of subdivision with which some people
suggest we should not persevere. Another
interesting article in the report say-

Given a free choice, most People
would Probably prefer a borne with
ample garden space, so that as a
generalisation, densities should be no
higher than is necessary for the
economic use of available land. In
Chapter 8 it has been suggested that
it is reasonable to expect that a pro-
portion of about 10 per cent. of the
total ultimate population will require
accommodation in the form of flats.
It is unlikely that this percentage will
be exceeded to any extent whilst the
demand for detached dwellings re-
mains high and whilst there is suffic-
ient land to meet this demand.

This brings up several points. I am not
going to weary the House by going Into
many of them, but perhaps I can refer
to a report I have here on medium density
development which was produced by the
General Manager of the State Housing
Commission. I refer to the 10 per cent.
which Professor Stephenson talked about.
The report refers to the Bentley project
and says that the traditional type of hous-
ing is going to take up 35 per cent, of the
scheme; terrace housing will take up 19
per cent.: multi-storied flats will take up
37 per cent.; and overlaid villas, which
are multi-storied flats of a more open

design-I do not know what that means-
will take up 9 per cent. So it will be seen
that 46 per cent. will, in fact, be multi-
storied flats. 19 per cent. terraced houses,
and 35 Per cent, will be the ordinary tradi-
tional type of Western Australian home.

However, Professor Stephenson said that
it is reasonable to expect that perhaps a
portion of 10 per cent. of the total ulti-
mate population will require something like
flats to live in. This figure seems to be
at odds with other statements.

I will conclude my remarks from this
report, which is probably the most Im-
Portant statement which I have read on
the subject. It says-

Privacy, too, is particularly import-
ant to a People not wishing to re-
produce the congested living condi-
tions of European industrial towns.
and who would not lightly make the
transition from the well-insulated
single family plot to the gregarious

-atmosphere of a multi-storey tene-
ment.

And the next remarks are most important.
Mr. President. To continue-

Whilst it is possible, during condi-
tions of housing shortage, that any
form of accommodation at a reason-
able price may be sold or let, it is prob-
able that as homes become more
plentiful not even the convenience of
a central situation could make up for
deficiencies in Privacy, space, light
and air. In the longer term, values
of badly sited and congested proper-
ties would decrease and a series of new
slum areas would result. This is a
very real danger, the implications of
which may not be appreciated until
it is too late. Isolated blocks of flats
on cramped sites do not individually
give cause for concern except to im-
mediate neighbours, but large areas
redeveloped in this manner could
easily become a major social problem.

I consider that is the most important part
of the whole report.,'

In a nutshell that is the reason. I am
constantly objecting to this type of hous-
Ing project. Some of the other members
of the House may not be particularly con-
cerned with this type of accommodation
but I will give them an idea of the various
areas in which this type of housing is
planned. Such areas are situated in the
districts of the F'remantle City Council,
the Midland Shire Council, the Perth Shire
Council, the Armadale Shire Council, the
Ewinana Shire Council, and the Swan-
Guildford Shire Council. There is even
talk about providing this type of accom-
modation at Exrnouth. Port Hedland. Car-
narvon, Sunbury, Albany, and Esperance.

Perhaps other members are not con-
cerned about high density housing, but I
will continue to voice my objection to it.
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For the information of members the fol-
lowing is a quotation from an article pub-
lished in The West Australian dated the
31st May, 1968:-

Architect's Pen Mighty: Duke.
Melbourne, Thursday-The. Duke of

Edinburgh today likened architects to
gods.

"With a stroke of their pens they
can decree how whole communities
exist", he said.

I could not agree more with those remarks.
With the stroke of a pen these town plan-
ners can decide that the people of Western
Australia will live, for the sake of exped-
iency, and for no other reason, in houses
of high density. Even at this late stage
I hope the Government will take another
look at the problem, because I sincerely
believe that future generations of Western
Australians will pay the penalty for this
attempt to house people rapidly in such
accommodation..

The Hon. N. McNeill: What do you think
of the Wandana Flats?

The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS: I am not
particularly fussy about them. There arc
some people who want to live in flats. I
have never disputed that. There are some
people who will approach the State Hous-
ing Commission for flat accommodation,
and I will not dispute that for a moment.
What I am opposed to is that people are
compelled to live in this. type of accom-
modation. I do not care what the General
Manager of the State Housing Commission
(Mr. MacKenzie) says about screening
People to ensure that one person will live
congenially with the person next door, and
that there will be some semblance of choice
of accommodation, because, in practice,
this does not work.

Any member who has had dealings with
the State Housing Commission and who
has been fortunate enough to obtain
houses for his constituents, and then finds
that one of his constituents decides that
the house he has been allocated, or the
locality in which it is situated, is not of
his choice and refuses to take the house,
knows there is only one alternative: The
applicant either takes the house or goes
without. We could develop this line of
thought by asking, "If we are to spend all
our money on this type of housing accom-
modation where arc we to get the money
for the single unit houses for the people
who are not successful in passing the
screening test?" Something must be pro-
vided for them, but will we have the
money?

I do not deny that some people prefer
to live in flats and I do not disagree with
the statement that Wandana Flats house
many People. However, we return to the
statement made by Professor Stephenson
that whilst there is a housing shortage
people will live in any type of accom-
modation because they have no choice. I

was successful in getting a flat in Wan-
dana, Flats for one of my constituents, but
on the other hand, if I were able to obtain
a house for him through the State Hous-
ing Commission he would move into it to-
morrow. The only reason he decided to
take the flat was because it was better
than the accommodation he had on the
back verandah of his mother-in-law's
home.

The fact that some People prefer to live
in flats and that there will always be a
call for flat accommodation does not jus-
tify the provision of high density houses.
I am not against flats, terraced houses,
patio houses, or whatever else they are
called, in their proper place, in small areas
of two or three acres.

1 was hoping to obtain the answers to
questions I had asked concerning houses
at Medina and Calista, because I had in-
tended to use the information in this
speech; but unfortunately the answers will
not be available until tomorrow, I have
visited both Medina and Calista and we
are now asked to compare that housing
settlement with this area of 60 acres.

In the answers I receive tomorrow I
would hazard a guess that not one of the
areas in question will be three acres in
extent. Yet we are being asked to com-
pare this with high density accommnoda-
tion. One notices with amusement the
many photographs published in the Press,
accompanied by the relevant articles about
how fantastic this project is. There is even
a. story about a woman who will occupy
one of these houses in which appeared the
question, "What do you think of this
house?" If anyone thinks this type of pub-
licity cuts any tce with me, he is making
a mistake. Care would have to be taken to
ensure that the people who were to occupy
these houses would take possession of them
when they were made available. The in-
tention seems to be that by providing this
type of publicity of people being satisfied
they will keep Clive Griffiths quiet.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: They are not
attempting the impossible.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: How many child-
ren are involved?

The Hon. C. E. GRIF'FTHS: I have not
the slightest idea. At the next opportunity,
with the assistance of any further infor-
mation I happen to obtain, the House will
again have occasion to listen to me on this
subject, and I will continue to voice MY
protests till the Government decides to
adhere to the traditional method of hous-
ing its people. I support the motion.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West)
[8.24 p.m.]: I support the motion so ably
moved by Mr. White, and wish to associate
myself, Mr. President, with the good wishes
already expressed by other members on
your re-election to the bighest office in this
Chamber, and I extend my best wishes to
you. Sir, for your current term. May I
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also add my words of welcome to those
already expressed by other speakers to the
new members in this Chamber. To Messrs.
George Berry, Ian Medesif, and Roy
Claughton, I extend my best wishes during
their stay in the Parliament of Western
Australia. We will look forward to hearing
quite a deal from them, as I am sure
we will in the years ahead.

I also wish to voice my thoughts re-
garding those members who for
various reasons are no longer with us. In
my view Sir Keith Watson, who retired
from this House last session, will be sadly
missed for his words of wisdom, because
he had a long and distinguished career in
this Chamber, and I take this opportunity
to congratulate him on his knighthood-
a distinction well deserved. The Hon. E.
M, Heenan had a very long career in the
Western Australian Parliament, but on ac-
count of the ever changing fortunes of
those who are candidates at parliamentary
elections he, unfortunately, Is no longer
with us. However, I am sure Mr. Heenan
contributed his share to the debates dur-
ing his long years in this Chamber. To my
former colleague, Mr. Robinson, I express
regret he is still not by my side as he was
in this Chamber during the previous three
years, but once again, as a result of the
changing fortunes in elections, he is no
longer a member of Parliament. I am cer-
tain that Mr. Robinson will also be missed
for his contributions to the debates that
are heard in this House.

I wish to speak mainly on the alloca-
tion of conditional Purchase rural land. I
realise that conditional purchase land in
this State is made available and allocated
through the medium of the land board. At
the outset I acknowledge the valuable and
onerous work performed by the board in
making these allocations. I, for one, do not
envy Its members their task. Carrying a
responsibility for the whole of Western
Australia in this field the board must be
confronted with some real problems in al-
lotting conditional Purchase blocks to the
various applicants.

Nevertheless, the board has some weak-
nesses, perhaps because boards are made
up of human beings, and as we are all
human we are all prone to err at some
time or other. I am sure the members of
the land board would be keenly aware of
their responsibility in allocating condi-
tional purchase land, and I repeat that I
appreciate the good work they are per-
forming. Nevertheless, I . consider that
from time to time blocks are allocated to
applicants who, after a period of time,
prove to be unsuitable settlers for one
reason or another.

The Hon. F. R, H. Lavery: Mostly eco-
nomic, I think.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I believe that
economics do play a big part in the failure
of some people who are granted condi-
tional purchase blocks, but failure is

due to many and varied causes. Some
settlers are unsuccessful in their efforts
because of iUi-health, family misfortune,
and so on. I have taken the trouble to
compile some statistics covering the last
three years on the number of conditional
purchase leases that have been forfeited.
Whilst in total the number may not be
great, to me it indicates a trend which
rather supports the view I expressed a
moment ago; namely, there could be a few
weaknesses in the method of allocating
rural land under conditional purchase
conditions.

For these reasons, I feel the land board
might be well advised to make fuller or
more searching inquiry into the back-
ground, the capacity for work, the farm-
ing ability, and the financial ability of
applicants. This includes their capacity in
regard to the purchase of plant and
machinery. it could be that the board, in
fact, does make extensive inquiries to
satisfy itself in regard to its decision to
allocate a block of land to an applicant or
applicants. However, my experience in life
indicates that it is advisable to explore
every avenue possible to obtain a more
accurate assessment of the circumstances
before arriving at a decision.

There are various ways of doing this. I
am sure that anybody who has been asso-
ciated with the commerical field or the in-
dustrial field, in the making of a, survey
of market potential prospects and various
other features, knows that a multitude of
facets are covered before arriving at a de-
cision. So it is possible the board may
need to explore one or two avenues in ad-
dition to those it already does.

Before quoting statistics I would sug-
gest that allottees of conditional purchase
land should, in the main, have a great deal
of substance behind them rather than to
have these blocks made available perhaps
to younger and more vigorous farmers
with Attle financial or material resources
behind them. I say this in the light of the
position that exists today-and I believe
acknowledged by members of Parliament-
where rural conditions are becoming in-
creasingly difficult. It is increasingly diffi-
cult to get a satisfactory return from the
product of the land; and the cost of pro-
duction appears to be gradually spiralling.
Therefore it seems to me that any appli-
cants who may be granted conditional
purchase land need to have every chance
of success.

I can see no merit in allocating blocks
of land to people who have little chance of
success, because this does not help the
appRlicants-it only creates wasted years,
frustration, and perhaps bankruptcy. It
does not help the community in which
these farmers may be established; it does
not help the local government;, it does not
help the State in regard to production;
and so it goes down the line.
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Therefore I come back to the point that
today, more than ever, applicants should
have all the necessary qualifications--
which is a very broad statement-to en-
able them to succeed on the land. I hasten
to add I acknowledge that young farmers
should have a chance of acquiring rela-
tively cheap land. I think all members
will agree that Western Australia has
benefited in the past from the vigour and
stout hearts of people who took up blocks
in the four corners of this State to carve
out a living and make a farm for them-
selves and their families. They did it the
hard way.

I believe a small percentage of blocks
should be allocated to young farmers with
obvious potential. I would be horrified to
think that a Young man was denied this
opportunity because 1, for one, have great
faith in the individual capacity of a per-
son to succeed.

As I have mentioned previously, I have
taken out a few figures covering the last
three years under the headings of leases
forfeited, the number of lessees involved,
and the areas concerned. For the year
ended the 30th June, 1966, 53 leases were
forfeited involving a total area of 103,022
acres. For the year ended the 30th June.
1967, there were 46 leases forfeited and the
total area was 65,585 acres. To the 30th
June, 1968, 23 leases were forfeited cover-
ing a total area of 38,806 acres, the total
area of leases forfeited over the last three
years being 207,493 acres.

As a further analysis, I took out district
locations; and this covers a wide area of
the State. I find that of the forfeited
leases 14 were in Plantagenet, 14 in Nel-
son, 15 in Victoria, 11 in Roe, 10 in Kent,
nine in Avon, 11 in Oldfield, as well as
numerous leases in other scattered areas.
I did this to show that the trend is not
confined to any particular part of the
State. It appears to me there is reason
for leases to be forfeited from time to
time in every district in Western Australia.

The Hon. S. T. J. Thompson: How
many leases were allocated overall in that
period?

The Hon. V. J. PERRY: I have taken
out only the figures of those leases for-
feited over the last three years, and the
total over this period was 122. As a fur-
ther extension of these figures, to show this
trend, and to substantiate my thinking, I
have established that of the leases for-
feited over the last three years some would
have been issued earlier. The leases were
approved as follows:-

1960 .... . ... .... 5

1962 .... .. . .... 14
1963 ... .. .... 25
1964 ... I .. .... 20
1965 ... ... .. .... 18
1968 . .. . .. .... 5
19671 . . .. 3

These blocks to which I have just re-
ferred were issued very recently, the last-
mentioned figure of three approvals being
in 1967. Therefore those blocks were for-
feited the following year. There were 25
approvals in 1963, and yet, somewhere
along the line in the years ended the 30th
June, 1966, 1967, and 1968, there were 25
forfeitures. This means that there appears
to be some weakness in the allocation of
conditional purchase land.

I come back to the point that if land is
to be made available for agricultural pur-
poses it must be done in such a manner
as to benefit the individuals, benefit the
community in which the blocks are sur-
veyed, and benefit the State. If we find
that for various reasons these blocks have
to be forfeited, then there is no benefit
to the individual, the community, or the
State.

I suggest that the land board-and I
wish to make it quite clear that I have
spoken to no member of the board-may
already do some of the things I have sug-
gested, but I would ask its members care-
fully to consider the system in an en-
deavour to iron out some of the anomalies
that may exist. I suggest that if 20 hypo-
thetical blocks are to be allocated-and it
is not uncommon to have several hundred
applicants for such a number of blocks-
the board might cull these applicants to
bring the figure to something of the order
of 30 or 40, and make further extensive
inquiries as to their background. I am
aware there are various reasons, over which
individuals have no control whatsoever,
that may be the cause of their having to
forfeit blocks from time to time.

In one particular Instance a man came
from the Eastern States and was allocated
a conditional purchase block. At the time
of the allocation he was well-to-do, but
due to unfortunate circumstances and
through no fault of his own, he found that
within two years, he was unable to con-
tinue, and was obliged to forfeit his block.
I acknowledge that this sort of thing can
happen: but I believe the figures I have
taken the trouble to gather show that
there are some applicants who may be un-
worthy of being granted conditional pur-
chase blocks.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Have you
made any inquiries as to why these blocks
were forfeited?

The H-on. V. J. FERRY: I have not made
a detailed study of the individual leases
forfeited over the last three years. I have
really endeavoured, in general terms, to
show the trend.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: There would
be individual reasons.

The Hon. V. 3. FERRY: There would be
various reasons but, as Mr. Lavery inter-
jected earlier on, and from my own know-
ledge of this type of lease, most would be
on financial grounds.
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The Hon. P. R. H. Lavery: I think so.
The Hon. V. J. PERRY: I wish now to

speak briefly concerning transport regula-
tions. I understand at the Present time
transport regulations permit the carriage
of fruit and vegetables up to 10 hundred-
weight or half a ton from the Metropoli-
tan Markets to country centres per road by
retail greengrocers with their own vehicles.
I believe they can do this so they may
visit the Metropolitan Markets and buy ac-
cording to quality, and according to cur-
rent prices for the benefit of their busi-
nesses and also the communities they
serve.

I am of the opinion that the limit of 10
hundredweight is a little low in this day
and age. If a man is permitted to visit the
metropolitan area then the load could well
be increased to one ton. Because of the
rising costs of motor transport today, if a
man comes virtually 200 miles-a an
example-to the Metropolitan Markets
for just half a ton of produce, it seems
that his profit margin will be quite small
by the time he returns to his country town.
I feel that perhaps one ton would be a
more realistic load to permit him to carry
back to the shop.

Greengrocers throughout the country
should be encouraged to visit the Metro-
politan Markets to do their own buying if
they so desire. I believe the retailer will
be more efficient in his shop and he will

-provide better quality fruit or vegetables
for the community. He will also have the
flexibility of being able to decide, on cur-
rent prices and current quality, whether to
buy a little less of one commodity or in-
crease the amount of another commodity.

A case in point: During the summertime
tomatoes could be at a very high price and
the greengrocer might consider it would be
difficult to sell them In his country town
at the ruling high price and he could then
decide to buy a smaller quantity. If he
elects to employ an agent in the metropoli-
tan area to do his buying for him, he sub-
mits an order for his requirements and
the agent buys according to that order.
There does not appear to be much flexi-
bility to vary the order.

In most cases produce is forwarded by
public transport-by train or by motor
transport. This involves extra handling of
the fruit or vegetables and, no doubt, extra
time is taken in transporting that produce
from the market to the shops. Conse-
quently the public suffers and I feel this
matter is worth looking at for the benefit
of country people. If retailers take the
trouble to come to the Metropolitan Mar-
kets to select their fruit and vegetables,
the public should be entitled to have this
benefit passed on.

Finally, Sir, I wish to refer to the coming
of age of the State of Western Australia~
in becoming a non-claimant State. I feel
that if Sir Keith Watson were in the
Chamber tonight he would, indeed, be ap-
plauding this step. I know the decision

of the Government to break away from
the Grants Commission was not taken
lightly. It was taken after very careful
consideration and deliberation.

I am not unaware that considerable
problems will face the State in the future
because of this step. No doubt, there
were problems under the Grants Commis-
sion system. However, I believe that the
decision by the Government to break away
from the Grants Commission and become
a non-claimant State is the only one
which could reasonably be taken.

We have growvn up as a State and I
believe that we, as a Government-and any
future Govermnent-will be better placed
to govern the State to the maximum ad-
vantage for its people. There will be
greater flexibility to do certain things in
certain directions which, if we were still
a claimant State, might be open to ques-
tion and, in fact invariably, direction from
the Grants Commission-as was the case.
So I am particularly pleased and I applaud
the decision the Government has made in
this respect. I formally support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. H. C. Strickland.

House adjourned at 8.50 p.m.

injhdulattir A!m7imutLi
Tuesday, the 13th August, 1968

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (48): ON NOTICE
RAILWAYS

Laundry Work, Kalgoorlie
1. Mr. T. D). EVANS asked the Minister

for Railways:
Are the annual service orders
dated the 1st July, 1968, addressed
to the Kalgoorlie Steam Laundry,
Kalgoorlie, for laundering of
assorted linen for the period
the 1st July, 1968 to the 30th
June, 1969, to remain in force
for the said period having re-
gard to tenders for laundry work
which are now being invited by
his department, for the period of
one year commencing on the 1st
September, 1968?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
This will depend on the result of
the tenders referred to.

NATIVE WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Status of Female Officer

2. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:

What is the status of the highest
position held by a female officer
in his department?


